A BEACON OF HOPE

The Nsundwa Emerging
Conservancy and
Fisheries Reserves
Office

In the heart of the lush Zambezi Region, where the
mighty river weaves its way through vibrant
landscapes, the community of Nsundwa Emerging
Conservancy and Fisheries Reserves is brimming with
excitement as they celebrate the completion of their
newly built office.

This remarkable achievement, made possible
by the generous support of the ECOFISH
project, marked not just the completion of a
building but the realization of a shared dream
and a testament to the community's
unwavering resilience.

For years, the people of Nsundwa faced
significant challenges in finding a suitable
space to gather and collaborate on their
conservation efforts. Often, they met under
the shade of trees or in the village headman’s
homestead, where the lack of formal
infrastructure limited their ability to discuss
pressing issues and share ideas. However, the
establishment of community fisheries reserves
in the area sparked a significant turning point,
transforming their vision for a dedicated office
into a beacon of hope.

As one drives through the beautiful scenery of
the majestic trees surrounding the new
facility, it becomes clear that this is no
ordinary building. Constructed from locally
sourced materials and adorned with the
fingerprints of the women in the community,
the office is a beautiful tribute to Nsundwa's
rich cultural heritage and abiding commitment
to sustainability.

It stood tall as a vibrant hub for conservation
initiatives

and community development, brimming with
the spirit of collaboration and innovation.

In October 2024, during the Ecofish project-
end assessment meeting held in this inspiring
venue, elders shared heartfelt stories of
resilience while their voices resonated with
passion as they expressed visions for a
brighter future, where the local ecosystem
would be safeguarded and livelihoods
supported.




The new office quickly became a sanctuary for open community meetings. Community members
now hold regular meetings within its walls, discussing strategies for conservancy efforts and
exploring new ideas to promote sustainable development. The building continued to facilitate the
exchange of knowledge and inspired an invigorating sense of togetherness, fueling creativity and
determination among all who entered.

With profound gratitude, the community reflected on the significant impact of the ECOFISH project.
Support from this initiative not only enabled the construction of the office but also empowered them
to take ownership of their environment and future. To the community of Nsundwa, this office is
more than just poles and mortar; it is a symbol of unity, hope, and the relentless pursuit of a
sustainable future. In the embrace of the beautiful Nsundwa landscape, they had built a legacy, one
that would shine brightly as a beacon of hope in the heart of the Zambezi Region.
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For more information regarding this project or other projects under the NNF Freshwater and

Inland Fisheries Programmatic area, contact Allen Jiji ajiji@nnf.org.na
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